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Important Dates         

September 30th Rosh Hashanah-No School for Students   October 9th Picture Day        

October 11th Last Day of the 1st Quarter October 14th PDD-No School for Students  

November 11th Veterans Day-No School for Students   

November 25th-29th Thanksgiving Break  **(PDD)-Professional Duty Day  

Royal Palm Mission  

To work in partnerships with students, 

family and the community to ensure that 

each student acquires the knowledge, 

skills and core values necessary to 

achieve personal success and enrich the 

community.  

 

September 24, 2019 

Back to School!! 

Mr. Moretti           Principal 
I would like to take a moment to welcome our new students and their  

families to our school.  Additionally, I believe it is important to acknowledge 

our returning students and their parents.  We are all looking forward to a  

successful year.  The faculty, staff and I are excited about the upcoming 

school year and we have already been working to create an environment 

that gives every student the opportunity to be successful.  A substantial 

amount of time will be devoted to ensuring high standards of academic learning which is essential to the 

development of our students.  Royal Palm is proud of the challenging curriculum and caring environment 

we provide in which our students can learn, and I will work with our staff to build on our past successes.   

This staff is dedicated to ensuring a safe environment where our students can learn and every person is   

respected and protected.  

 

Assistant Principal 

              Welcome to the 2019-20 school year!  I am honored to continue to serve you in the Assistant  

Principal role and look forward to continuing my work with Mr. Moretti, as well as the rest of our staff, in 

our efforts to do whatever it takes to advance the achievement of all students on our campus.  Working 

together, I am confident that we will continue to provide our students with a truly rigorous and enriching 

school experience.  Royal Palm is a special and unique community of which I am proud to be a part of.  

I  am confident that our school will continue to be a place where our students can learn and grow both 

academically and socially.  Feel free to stop in and say hello, as my door is always open.  If there is      

anything I can assist you with, please let me know.  

  Mrs. Wilson  



Mrs. Barnes, Ms. Tindal, & Ms. Hayes                                   3rd  grade 
Summer vacation is over, and we’re back in full academic gear!   We 
are diligently working on academic learning gains and appropriate 
class behaviors.  Language has focused on story elements, literal 
and non-literal words and phrases, Myths, Tall Tales, conventions 
and other strategies to improve the student’s ability to process, and 
comprehend information.  In Math, we have learned key terminolo-
gy in addition/subtraction, rounding numbers to (ten/hundred), and 
beginning multiplication concepts 
using visual arrays and equal groups.  
Social Studies involve learning about 
the five regions of the United States 
and their various landforms and map 
skills.  Our Social Skill’s character 
word for the month is acceptance.  
Through various videos, class sce-
narios, and discussions, we have learned a lot about acceptance 
and the importance of employing this trait in building good charac-
ter.  Lastly, Science is all about plants and animals and how we clas-
sify each group.  More News!!  In addition to academics and Behav-
iors, we are also looking forward to participating in other events.  
Remember to set aside a time daily after school, (15 – 20 minutes) 
to read to your child or have your child read to you!  Also, ensure 
your child is getting proper sleep at night as it promotes academic 
growth and development. 
Mr. Brown and Ms. Fetting                                                       4th grade 
Welcome back!  To help your child become a better reader, read 
with them every day for at least 10 minutes.  You can read to your 
children or have them read to you at any point of time that is con-
venient for you.  Expose your children to both fiction (make believe) 
and non-fiction (real) books.  Some examples of non-fiction would 
be historical books or news articles, and some examples of fiction 
would be Captain Underpants or Dog Man.  Students should also do 
20 minutes of Compass Learn and Prodigy every day.  A “learning 
path” is automatically generated based on your child’s reading abil-
ity. They have access to this at home as well 
(compass.leeschools.net) and (Prodigygame.com).  Another great 
online resource is           FloridaStudents.org.  There are fun learning 
“games” available for students of all grades!  I look forwards to a 
great year of learning with your students  
Ms. Perl and Ms.  Walker                                                          4th grade 
I am pleased to announce my new helping teacher, Ms. Walker, 
who will be assisting me and working with our pupils in various 
ways.  Our students have shown a lot of excitement and interest in 
their school work since the beginning of this academic year.  In 
math, we have been working on place value, rounding numbers, 
and reviewing multiplication facts.  The class has also been learning 
about the geography of Florida, increasing their vocabulary by using 
a dictionary, weekly spelling tests, practice reading orally as well as 
identifying and using the four types of sentences.  The students are 
enjoying our current science unit on flower and plant reproduction 
which also includes follow up interesting review videos.  Please 
have your child read every day for at least fifteen minutes.  Recent-
ly, our character education theme was teaching the students how 
to be more responsible in their personal and school life.  I know this 
year the class will continue to work on their individual educational 
and socialization goals. 
Mr. Belchler and Ms. Schley                                                     4th grade 
Welcome back.  I have just joined the wonderful team at Royal 
Palms.  My fourth grade class conducted a science experiment in 
growing green bean plants.  A plan was proposed and approved to 
create a school garden and several elementary teachers have ex-
pressed interest in participating.  We are currently formulating 
plans to construct the garden.  I feel that this experience will  
benefit all students in learning how to grow and care for vegetables. 
We are excited about implementing Read 44, a computer based 
reading improvement program that should help our students who 
struggle to read improve their reading skills dramatically.  I’m  
looking forward to a great year.  
Mrs. Richardson and Ms. Howell                                  5th grade 
This year our all-star line-up has touched down on place value, ex-
ponents, adding and subtracting decimals, and building multiplica-

tion skills.  We have learned the elements of a story: characters, 
setting, events and theme, figurative language: metaphors, similes, 
idiom, adages and proverbs.  Our team has traveled in our minds 
across the US, using maps, and into the human body with lessons 

on organs and human body systems.  Our social skills lessons have 
been on safety, peer pressure, bullying and taking care of our 

Elementary 
Ms. Fisher and Ms. Porshae Hawkins    Kindergarten & 1st grades 
We have had a great start to our school year!  The students are 
working hard and making good progress not only on their aca-
demic skills, but on their positive behaviors and attitudes with 
peers.  They have been making good choices and certainly enjoy 
the rewards at the end of the day and the week.  Please take time 
with your child to review his day and any practice work that is 
being sent home.  Please read with your child daily and of course 
my class is open to any families that would like to visit or  
volunteer!!  
Ms. Brensinger, Ms. P. Hawkins, & Ms. Miller    1st & 2nd grades 
Welcome back!  Our class has been working on getting to know 
each other and adjusting to our classroom routine.  We began the 
school year with a “Kindness” academic and social skills unit.  We 
learned about story elements, sequenced story events, and wrote 
about ways to show kindness in school, at home, and in the com-
munity.  We are working on being kind to ourselves and others 
throughout the school day.  We have learned that saying “good 
morning” or smiling at others can brighten someone else’s day 
and make us feel good about ourselves.  I encourage you to try to 
perform simple acts of kindness as a family and see what a differ-
ence it makes in your lives and the lives of others.  We believe 
that family time is important.  This month I also encourage you to 
make reading a part of your family time!  Here are some tips for 
integrating reading into daily family activities: read bedtime sto-
ries, play a board game, visit the library, read a recipe and cook 
together, create a comfy reading space in your home, and put 
children in charge of reading the grocery list at the store.  We are 
looking forward to a great school year! 
Mrs. Batista and Ms. Woodard                                           2nd  grade 
Ms. Batista’s and Ms. Woodard’s second grade class has been 
working hard so far this year.  We are excited about phonics and 
learning to become better readers.  Our students work hard to 
earn their daily points and PAWS; they look forward to visiting the 
PAW store on Friday to spend their hard earned PAWS.  We look 
forward to continuing to build our skills and appreciate the parent 
support.  With Halloween coming I encourage you to be safe and 
if interested, Friends of Okeechobee Waterway West is hosting a 
safe Halloween Trunk or Treat on October 26 from 4:00-6:00pm 
at the Franklin Locks 1660 S. Franklin Lock Road, Alva, FL 33920.   
Ms. Jackson and Ms. Anderson                                             3rd grade  
We are off to a good start; my third graders are learning.  We are 
battling our way through MATH with rounding to the nearest 
ones, tens, hundreds, subtracting, and adding.  We are learning 
multiplication 2s, 3s, and 4 tables.  Let’s not forget READING, and 
WRITING.  It’s all about SCIENCE hands on projects, planting.  We 
are off to SOCIAL STUDIES, knowing the landforms and filling 
them in.  As challenging as it may be, my babies are giving it their 
all.  
Mrs. Eddy, Ms. Davis, and Ms. Thornton      Elementary Life Skills                                                   
We are so excited that we have a larger classroom to work and 
learn in this school year!  We now have two helping teachers to 
guide instruction for our class, Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Thornton. 
Hooray!  Our students are adjusting to our school schedule and 
have been working hard to practice our classroom and school 
rules.  We are also working on bus safety as well to ensure       
appropriate behaviors are practiced going to and from school. 
       We complete activities daily to increase our name identifica-
tion.  We journal daily to practice the day of the week, month of 
the year, the current weather, and identifying feelings, likes, 
needs, wants, and wishes.  We practice spelling words daily to 
increase our word recognition.  We are learning new   vocabulary 
words weekly to increase our comprehension.  Our daily read 
alouds are paired with crafts to demonstrate the meaning of the 
story.  We have been working on counting, identifying less and 
more, and place value.  Please make 
sure you read with your child daily 
and ask them about their day.  They 
are very proud of their crafts and 
are eager to share them with you. 
Thank you for your continued sup-
port! 

Classroom News 



Secondary 
Mr. Eady and Ms. Farmer                                  3rd, 4th & 6th grades 
I would like to welcome the students to my classroom. This year’s 
focus will be on behavior and academics. I truly believe that if the 
students can maintain appropriate behaviors then they will see 
academic improvements. Mr. Eady and Ms. Famer  
Mr. Murph and Ms. Harris                                        5th & 6th grades 
Welcome Back Students and Staff!!  I am so delighted to join the 
Royal Palm Family as a 5th & 6th grade teacher this school year.  
This school year is going to be a great one, full of hands on activi-
ties.  Parents, the more your child reads, the more knowledge 
they will obtain.  Ms. Harris and I are looking forward to having a      
rewarding school year.  We are truly thrilled to educate your child. 
I am always available to talk to.  Together, we will make a        
wonderful team to bring out the best in your child.  This year will 
be filled with developing great relationships and a love of         
education.  
Mrs. Kiesinger-Morales and Ms. Candelaro                6th-8th Math 
Dear Students, Parents, and Families, Wow, what a great start to 
this new school year!  I have really enjoyed working with my math 
students and getting to know them!  My teacher assistant Mrs. 
Candelaro (Mrs. C.), is absolutely amazing, and works so well with 
our students!  Mrs. C., is without a doubt, my “backbone” in this 
classroom.  In 6th grade were are learning all about integers and 
their absolute values, In 7th grade we are learning how to add and 
subtract linear expressions, and in 8th grade we are learning how 
to graph the slope of a line.   
All homework can be found 
on our Google Classroom.  
Students are responsible for 
frequently checking our 
Google Classroom to see 
what homework and class-
work assignments have been 
posted.  The students all 
know how to access their 
Google Classroom.  If you do not have online access, students are 
able to complete these assignments, at designated times, during 
the school day.  If your child does not complete their homework 
and/or classwork assignments, their grades will significantly drop.  
Please encourage and remind your child of this     process.  I am 
thankful to have the privilege of working with and getting to know 
your child.  If you have any questions or concerns, the best way to 
reach me is by email, suzannemm@leeschools.net .  
Sincerely , Mrs. Kiesinger-Morales & Ms. C.  
Ms. Kunze and Mr. Buckley                             6th-8th Social Studies  
Wow, summer flew by and here we are again at the beginning of a 
new school year.  Welcome students and families to a year that 
will be exciting and full of new experiences.  The 6th graders will 
be studying Ancient World History and learning how cultures be-
gan and spread.  This is an important year for the seventh graders. 
In May they will take the 7th grade End of year exam which is all 
about American History 
and government.   
We will work all year 
learning about the ori-
gins & purposes of gov-
ernment, law, and the 
American political sys-
tem.  The 8th graders 
will be studying Ameri-
can History from the 
beginning to the Civil War.  We have begun with learning the rela-
tionships between the British, French, Spanish, and Dutch in their 
struggle for colonization of North America.  Students will study 
the ways that economic, political, cultural, and religious competi-
tion between the Atlantic powers shaped early colonial America.  
Ask your child questions and talk about your culture and heritage.  
These conversations will help them understand what we are 
learning and why.  As always if you have any questions or con-
cerns please do not hesitate to contact me so we can stay on the 
same page and help the students have a successful year.  

 

Classroom News 
Mr. Weigand and Ms. Robinson                  6th-8th Language Arts 

The 2019/2020 School Year is off to a great start in middle school 

language arts.  We started off by going over rules and expecta-

tions, and by examining the difference between can't and won't. 

Students watched the ESPY presentation given to Coach Ronald 

Mendez.  From that we developed a theme that is posted around 

the classroom which states "Who Says I Can't?"  We are reading 

Spencer Johnson's book Who Moved my Cheese which focuses 

on life changes.  We have discussed the 

elements of a paragraph and why organiza-

tion is important.  Students have also gotten 

books from the media center for our weekly 

Drop Everything and Read sessions to be 

held each Tuesday.  We are also reading 

from a daily affirmations book which re-

quires students to interpret what each  

affirmation means for them.  As the quarter 

progresses we will continue to work on 

writing mechanics, verb tenses, and self-

editing.  Mrs. Robinson and I are very     

excited about this school year based upon the great effort we 

have seen from our students thus far.      

Ms. Brown and Ms. McMillian                                  6th-8th Science 

Dear Students, Parents, and Families, Welcome Back!  It has been 

a very exciting beginning of the school year!   I have really       

enjoyed working with my students and getting to know them this 

year!  In class, your student is responsible for completing their 

own interactive science notebook with labs, vocabulary and 

worksheet homework, and their workbook lessons. There are 

also some very important things you can do to help your child 

succeed in science. These things include: watching science-based 

tv shows, find resources, and cooking with your child.  I am 

thankful to have the privilege of working and getting to know 

your child. 

Ms. Baez and Ms. Briscoe                                         6th-8th Reading 

Dear Students, Parents, and Families,  welcome back to a new 

and exciting school year!  I have really enjoyed working with my 

reading students and getting to know them!  During this school 

year we will continue to work on Language Live our reading pro-

gram, learning how to identify the author’s purpose to better 

understand the text, answer comprehension questions and key 

vocabulary words. 

       This year all homework is to be completed at home or in the 

classroom.  Students are responsible for completing 4               

assignments weekly, online and book work.  The students all 

know how to access this website.  If the students do not com-

plete their class work, their grades will significantly drop.  Please 

encourage and remind your child of this process.   

Mr. Carr and Ms. Tivis           8th-12th Critical Thinking  & Careers 

Greeting Royal Palm families.  Part of our critical thinking class 

will be focused on understanding the logical structures of the 

different types of arguments—for instance, arguments that in-

volve statistical generalizations or ones where we reason to the 

best explanation-- that we frequently employ in the course of 

everyday life.  We will cover common missteps that people often 

make in everyday reasoning, including missteps that people 

make in making judgments based on probability, so that you will 

be able to better recognize these when you see them and to 

avoid making them yourselves.  We will look at some principles 

of probability and how these might be used in making good judg-

ments in situations of uncertainty where risks need to be calcu-

lated as best as possible.  Like I said, this is just part of what we 

will be learning.  I will keep you updated throughout this school 

year as we move into new critical thinking aspects.  

 



Classroom News 

Secondary 
Dr. Moore, Ms. Thornton & Mss. Jerger              9th-12th Life Skills                        
Our first quarter is off to a great start.  It was nice to see all the 
parents and grandparents at the open house.  Our class is getting 
so much better at learning their spelling words and composing 
sentences.  Improvement can be noticed every week.  We are also 
exploring possible jobs. Our ExTRA student volunteer program  
began September 11.  This program gives the opportunity to eligi-
ble students to go out in the community and work alongside em-
ployees of businesses that have partnered with this program.  For 
more information regarding this program, please contact me.  I 
hope that we continue to learn and try our best!  
Mr. Krachenfels and Ms. Jackson                             8th-12th Science  
High school science would like to welcome students and their par-
ents/guardians back to the 2019 -2020 school year here at Royal 
Palm Exceptional.  As we head into this school year, we would like 
for you as parents to please take a moment to reflect on the influ-
ence that you as parents have on our students and how important 
you are to their educations.  We in high school science also wel-
come any input that you as parents/guardians may have regarding 
your child’s education.  THANK YOU!!  This Fall, our 
8th,9th,10th,11th, and 12th grade students will launch into the 
Next Generation Sunshine State Standards for Science in the sub-
jects of Physical, Environmental, and Biological sciences.  Addition-
ally, our students will be using evidence-based reasoning to 
demonstrate their understanding of the scientific concepts cov-
ered in class.  We in high school science are also confident that 
students will achieve an outstanding level of success in these 
courses.  The Physical Science concepts that we will be covering in 
class this year are: Laboratory Safety, Energy, Energy Conserva-
tion, Wave Properties and their Interactions, and the Electromag-
netic Spec-
trum.  
Next in the 
Environ-
mental 
Science 
courses 
the con-
cepts that 
we will be 
covering in class this year are: Laboratory Safety, Science and the 
Environment, Tools for Environmental Science, Ecosystems, and 
Biomes.  Lastly, the Biological Science concepts that we will be 
covering in class this year are: Laboratory Safety, Properties of 
Water, Macromolecules, Enzymes, Cell Theory, and Cell Structure 
& Function.  
Mr. Jensen, Ms. Robinson, Ms. Delva, & Ms. Hernández                
8th-12th Life Skills 
Welcome!  The 2019-2020 school year is in full swing, and we are 
moving at full throttle.  This year could have not started any 
better.  The students are great, and the staff is spectacular!  Every-
one is performing at a high level and I am very excited.  Parents 
please feel free to get in contact with Ms. Robinson or myself with 
any questions or concerns you may have.  We have started fast 
and we only plan on getting better as we get deeper into the 
school year.  
Ms. Rosier and Ms. Lader                                             Credit Retrieval 
Music may increase your brain power.  Research has revealed that 
music stimulates all areas of the brain.  Music is a multi-sensory 
experience, involving the audito-
ry, visual, and tactile senses.  As 
a result, music can have a direct 
impact on an individual’s physi-
cal, emotional, and cognitive 
functioning. So, whenever you 
feel that you need to increase or 
recharge your brain power ener-
gy for studying or even relaxing, just turn on your favorite tune 
and let the music work its magic.  If you are interested in learning 
more about music’s impact on learning and brain functioning you 
can visit www.knowingneurons.com. 

Ms. Strykiewicz and Mr. Greene                                              8-12 English 
We are off to a good start for another year at Royal Palm!  I am look-
ing forward to working with students as they sharpen their writing 
and reading skills.  Each day students explore an advanced vocabulary 
word that they encounter in a reading in the subsequent days.  They 
also are working hard on using correct grammar and punctuation 
when they write.  At home 
students should be reading 
for 15 minutes at least 3 
times a week.  This can be 
from a book, magazine, or 
even a comic book.  As your 
child reads, they not only 
strengthen their reading 
skills but their writing skills 
as well.   
Ms. Senat, Ms. Jackson, & Ms. Vandevelde                                                    
9th-12th Life Skills 
Welcome back!  Life Skills is Falling for you!  Parents one way to help 
your child become more independent is to have them complete one 
chore per day.  It could be taking out the trash, putting dishes in the 
cabinet, or simply making their bed every morning.  Setting a routine 
will help your student grow. From all of us to you, happy Fall.   
Mr. Kovacs and Ms. Blue                                                      8th-12th Math    
Welcome back.  I hope you enjoyed your summer break.  We are al-
ready more than half way through the first quarter.  Math is an im-
portant subject.  It teaches you to think logically, categorize things, 
and see how things are related which will help you succeed in any-
thing you do.  This is a common goal no matter which math class 
you’re in.  I am looking forward to a successful academic year for my 
students’.  Please students remember, if you do not understand some-
thing or have a question, please just ask me.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Ms. Alexandre and Ms. Sneed                              8th-12th Social Studies 
Hooray, Fall is here! Hello parents, it’s really a pleasure to write this 
note to remind you how happy I am to be your child’s teacher and 
also a part of this learning community. Our students will be learning a 
lot during this school year about social studies and social issues re-
garding our community and our country as a whole. In the social stud-
ies class, our students are learning a great deal about world history, 
and what made the world the way it is today, and how cultures evolve 
over the life span. They are learning about our own culture, and what 
makes it diversify over the years. They are also learning about how to 
appreciate our diversity and learn to treasure our country and our 
democracy. I can go on and on, but my aim is to remind you as par-
ents the importance of keeping your student proactive in learning 
during this school. You can select some books that the district recom-
mends for children to read or you can try to reach our public library, 
which offers excellent programs for the children. It has been a pleas-
ure to have you trusting me with your child's education and I hope to 
do this again, for the next coming years.  
Yours in education, Ms. Alexandre 
Ms. Gilmore                                                                 8th-12th Reading 
Dear Parents, welcome back to school!  I hope you enjoyed your sum-
mer break.  My name is Ms. Gilmore and I will be your child’s Reading 
teacher.  I am looking forward to a productive partnership with you 
and your family to ensure our chil-
dren can achieve their highest poten-
tials.  I want you to know that one of 
my most important goals this year is 
to keep the lines of communication 
open with you.  Success in school is 
predicated on a partnership between 
the school, home, and the student.  
Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
(239) 337-3511 or 
latoyag@leeschools.net if you have 
any questions or concerns during the year.  I am available every day to 
talk with you between 7:00 a.m. and 8 a.m. and between 1:30 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. I look forward to speaking with you soon! 



Mr. Mike Bursztyn              Title 1 Parent Involvement and 
Family Engagement 
Royal Palm Exceptional Center School is one of 45 Title 1 
Schools in Lee County.  As a result, it receives additional 
funds for the purpose of improving student academic and 
behavioral achievement via teacher training, hiring addi-
tional staff (helping teachers, social worker, parent in-
volvement teacher), purchasing instructional materials 
and supplies, offering parent workshops and parenting 
materials/ resources, and supporting and increasing par-
ent and family involvement. Like all Title 1 schools, Royal 
Palm has a Parent and Family Engagement Plan (PFEP). 
Our 2019-2020 Royal Palm plan was discussed and re-
viewed at our Annual Title 1 Meeting/SAC Meeting on 
September 12th.  It will also be discussed and reviewed a 
second time during the Annual Title 1 Meeting and Parent 
Workshop to be held at 8:00 AM on September 26th.  Dur-
ing these meetings, SAC members and parents provide 
input in the areas of defining activities that build capacity 
for strong parental involvement, staff training, and discre-
tionary activities that relate to student achievement. 
Throughout the 2019-2020 school year we will have nu-
merous school activities and workshops that you should 
attend.  These include the parent workshop on September 
26th at 8:00 AM -  “Increasing Your Child’s Achievement 
Through Home-School Collaboration”.  Donna DJerf, Dis-
trict ESE Department Parent Liaison will present this work-
shop, so please join us.  The more you are involved, the 
more your child will succeed, so let’s work together to 
achieve positive academic, social and behavioral out-
comes for all students at Royal Palm School.  Throughout 
the year we will bring speakers to the school to work with 
parents on how understanding the IEP, behavior manage-
ment, supporting math and reading in the home, home-to
-school collaboration, social skills, and online safety can 
improve their child’s academic progress and success.  If 
you have any questions, need assistance, or would like to 
volunteer at the school please do not hesitate to contact 
me, Ms. Vanessa Castro (School Social Worker) or Mr. 
Colin Kleinmann (School Counselor).  Thanks. 
 Thanksgiving Luncheon for Parents – On Thursday      
November 21st all parents/guardians are invited to enjoy 
a holiday meal with their child.  The Thanksgiving meal will 
be served at your child’s regularly scheduled lunch time. 
This will include 
turkey, stuffing, 
mashed pota-
toes, gravy, 
green beans, 
dinner roll, drink, 
and dessert. The 
cost of the par-
ent lunch is $3.75 
and may be paid 
via cash or a check payable to Royal Palm Exceptional 
School. Please be on the lookout for a flyer that will be 
sent home with your child. The form and payment should 
be returned to the school by November 8th . Thank you. 
Mr.  Kleinmann                                             School Counselor                                                            
Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year.  I am Royal Palm’s 
new School Counselor, Mr. Colin Kleinmann.  The year is 
already off to a great start – I’m getting to know so many 
of the students!  Students have been engaged in class 
presentations on how to earn high school and middle 
school credits with a good GPA.  Even students who’ve 
missed credits are earning them back on Edgenuity.     
Parents are welcome to schedule a conference to review 
their child’s academic history.  During every quarter, stu-
dents will review how grades average together and can 
impact credits earned.  We offer every possible chance for 
students to earn their credits to be promoted from 8th to 
9th grade, or reach their High School Diploma.  Keep in 
mind that attendance and effort is extremely important.  
If emotional problems are creating an obstacle, parents 
and guardians may reach out to me for referrals to Outpa-
tient Therapy at SalusCare.  It’s great to see students 
growing and reaching their individual highest potential!  
 

Mrs. Stephens                                                                                            6-8 Art  
So much is happening with Royal Palm’s Art classes!  Congratulations to 
our 6th grade student, who was selected as the 2nd place winner in Lee 
Tran’s 2019 Get on Board Drawing contest!  Her design helped raise 
awareness of the benefits of public transportation.  Fifth grade students 
in Mr. Murph’s and Ms. Richardson’s classes are working on Lee County 
Tag Art; creating designs for front-end license plates, key fobs, mugs and 
more that can be purchased by friends and family.  Good luck kids!  We 
have 2 life skills high school  students participating in our Art classes 
where we  have been creating abstract and realistic art, mixing colors 
and participating in many choice Art activities. 
Mrs. Meltzer & Ms. Cruzado                     Reading Coach/Media Specialist 
Welcome back!  To help your child become a better reader, read with 
them every day for at least 15 minutes.  That could be you reading to 
them, or listening to them read to you (even when you’re in the car). 
Expose your children to both fiction (make believe) and non-fiction (real) 
books.  
Mr. Ramos and Ms. Howell                                                                          P.E.                       
I hope everyone has had a great start to the school year.  So far this 
school year in our class, we worked on football skills and basketball skills. 
The students have shown an interest in catching a ball and also shooting 
a ball into the hoop.  Please make sure to hydrate your student when at 
home with lots of water while they’re playing.  Thanks in advance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Millins                                                                           Behavior Specialist  
Hello, I am Mrs. Millens, the school behavior specialist.  I am present in 
most classrooms on a daily basis.  My goal is to help motivate positive 
behavior.  I distribute paws to the teachers and I run the school store.  
There are lots of neat  incentives for students to work for.  I am excited 
to reward all the great positive behaviors that I see on a daily basis!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to Florida Statute 1012.42, we must notify parents of students 
who are being taught by out-of-field teachers.  A teacher is out-of-field 
until the coverage/endorsement for a class that he or she is teaching is 
issued by the state of Florida. In addition, the certification and/or en-
dorsement must appear on his or her teacher certificate. Individuals who 
are teaching out-of-field are certified in a least one area and are quali-
fied to teach, but are required to take additional course work or testing 
to add a coverage/endorsement to their certificate. Please contact the 
school, 239.337.3511, if you need further clarification.  
The following teachers have agreed to teach out-of-field while com-

pleting course work and/or testing.  

Out of Field and Not Highly Qualified (NHQ) Lorna  Baez Hernandez—

ESOL (Endorsement), Essie Barns—ESOL (Endorsement),  

Michele Batista— Elementary Education K-6 & ESOL (Endorsement),  

David Bechler—ESOL (Endorsement), Ty Carr—ESE K-12 

Roderick Eady—ESOL (Endorsement), Gloria Fisher—ESOL 

(Endorsement), LaToya Gilmore—ESOL (Endorsement), Eric Murph—

Elementary Education k-6, ESOL (Endorsement), & ESE K-12, Elyse Perl—

ESOL (Endorsement), Lisa Rosier—ESE K-12, Bethy Senat—ESOL 

(Endorsement), Karen Strykiewicz—ESOL (Endorsement),  

Wendy Wadley—ESOL (Endorsement), and Kevin Weigand—ESOL 

(Endorsement)  


